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Dear Parent,

I am pleased to have this opportunity to present to you the Governors’ Report on Birches Primary School for the last academic year.  It is our intention that you should be kept informed about the progress of this school. This  report is one of a number of ways in which this information will be provided.

Yours faithfully

G Macartney (Rev)

Chairman

REVIEW OF PAST YEAR
The school year 2009/10 was another very busy and successful one for the teachers and pupils of Birches Primary School.  Due to increasing enrolment a fifth teacher was appointed in June 2009 and we would like to welcome Mrs Dunlop to our school.  

The Governors are delighted with the achievements of pupils in all aspects of school life and greatly appreciate the support given by parents and friends of the school.  

The Governors would like to pay tribute to the teaching, ancillary and auxiliary staff of the school for their hard work throughout the 2009/10 year.  The Governors are very aware of the changing demands of the job of teaching and would like to thank the staff for their willingness to engage in professional development and to embrace new teaching methods as they continually strive to improve the learning of the pupils in their classes.

The Governors would also like to take this opportunity to thank the parents and wider community for their support of the school.  During the year many events were organised for the school and local community which were enjoyed by everyone.

Retirement:  At the end of June a sad farewell was said to Mr Jim Maguire, who has been our school bus driver for many years.  The Governors wish him every happiness on his retirement and thank him for a all his hard work.
B.O.G membership and Responsibilities:  The Governors are ultimately responsible for the overall management of the school.  They are required to meet for a minimum of three times  each year but in practice meet much more frequently than this.

Some of their duties include:

1. The oversight of the curriculum.

2. The control of the budget.

3. The provision of information to parents.

4. The selection of staff.

5. The maintenance of the premises (shared responsibility with the SELB)

6. The Admissions Policy.

7. Fostering links with the local community and pursuing the objectives of Mutual Understanding.

Healthy Eating:  We have been promoting Healthy Eating in school both at break time and in school meals.  This has been very successful and we hope that parents will continue to give it their full support.   
Christmas Outing:  The children went to see  ‘Scrooge’s Christmas’ at The Market Place Theatre, Armagh which they enjoyed very much.  
Christmas Performance:  This year our Christmas Performance was ‘Panto Pandemonium’ and was performed by children from P4 to P7.  Children in P1 to P3 performed a selection of Nursery Rhymes.  
The Curriculum:  Under the Education Reform Order the day-to-day organisation of the school remains the Principal’s responsibility, and the governors are responsible for the general oversight and provision of the curriculum.
It is our responsibility to ensure that a broad and balanced learning experience is provided for all pupils.  The school continues to implement the current statutory requirements to the Northern Ireland Curriculum. 

Reading Partnership:  The school has continued with the Reading Partnership programme which the children really enjoy and benefit from.
Sport:  At Birches Primary School we offer children opportunities to experience a range of sports and sports activities as part of the curriculum for physical education.  The school aims to increase children’s awareness of the benefits of sport and sporting activities in terms of healthy life styles, physical well-being and the value of teamwork.  The governors are pleased that an extensive range of sporting activities are offered to the children including hockey, football, basketball, tennis, swimming, games, dance and athletics.
School Trip:  This year children from Primary seven took part in an action packed day at the Share Centre, Enniskillen.  They went kayaking and canoeing and everyone thoroughly enjoyed their day.
Education for Mutual Understanding:  Each year all the children at school are given the opportunity to attend  Educational visits to Parkanaur and to take part in Educational activities in each others schools through the Education for Mutual Understanding project.  Through these trips, the children are able to continue to develop friendships with their peers at St. Mary’s Primary School, Maghery.
Religious Education:  Religious Education, in the form of non-denominational religious instruction shall be given in this school in addition to collective assembly which will also not be distinctive of any particular religious denomination.   The annual inspection of RE took place in May.  The children performed a few items for the visiting minister and then a class visit was carried out.  A very favourable report was given.
Drugs Education:  This school will endeavour to provide opportunities for the pupils to learn about:
-  The safe and proper use and storage of prescribed drugs

-  The dangers of drug (tobacco, medicine and alcohol) abuse to a healthy 

    lifestyle and ones’ physical well being.

This programme is delivered mainly through the area of Personal Development and Mutual Understanding.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Charities:  This year we had a number of fund raising events.  The primary seven children collected locally for the Wings Appeal and raised £131.07.  The children worked very hard this year and donations were given to the Earl Haig Poppy Fund. The children sent shoe boxes to the Drop Inn Ministries bound for Belarus.   Our main charity appeal this year was for ‘Save the Children’ and we raised a total of £1,200.00.  We also supported ‘Save the Children’ by ordering gifts from their catalogue.
Fund Raising:  Our main fund raising event was a ‘Christmas Craft Night’ which raised £1,315.17 we also raised £440.00 for the sale of school calendars and £175.00 for CD’s.  The school held a Music Night during May and this raised £515.50.  We also raised £98.00 for a ‘Beauty and the Beast concert’ during June.  At the end of the school year children were sponsored in an Energy fitness programme and raised £873.50 profit.
We would like to give our thanks to everyone who helped to support these events throughout the year.

School Choir:  The school choir is made up of children from primary 3 to primary  7.  They had a busy year which consisted of taking part in Milltown Harvest Service, school pantomime and a very enjoyable Music Evening in May entitled ‘songs around the World’.
Hockey:  This year we had after school hockey for boys and girls throughout the school year.  The girls and boys were entered into the Tri-County Hockey League and Tournament. 
Football:  The football team played in the Tri-County School’s League and Tournament.  They also took part in the Neill Buckley Memorial Tournament.  
Tennis:  The children had the opportunity to take part in tennis coaching after school and the team took part in the annual short tennis tournament held at Tandragee Primary School.
Parent / Teacher Association – Friends of Birches:  We would like to thank all the parents at Birches who have started up our new Parents’ Association.  We were very grateful to the body of parents who went through the Child Protection vetting process and made themselves available to organise and help out at a wide variety of Fund raising activities throughout the year.
The Governors would like to thank all involved with the PTA events and would encourage as many parents as possible to support the group.
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Staff 2009/2010 
Teaching Staff

P1 

Mrs C Morrow

P2

Miss J Anderson
P3

Miss J Bentley

P4 / P5

Mrs C Dunlop

P6/ P7

Mrs P V Watson – Principal



Mrs J Currie (Principal’s Release)

Ancillary Staff

Mrs H M McClelland

Secretary
Mrs R Graham


Classroom Assistant

Mrs T Boyce


Classroom Assistant
Mrs L Neill


Classroom Assistant

Mrs L Allen


Classroom Assistant
Mrs M Stewart

Reading Partnership Assistant

Mrs T Boyce


Reading Partnership Assistant
Mrs L Haugh


Building Supervisor
Mrs M Neill


Cleaner

Mr J Maguire


Driver
Mrs B Boyd


Lunch Time Supervisory Assistant

Mrs M Stewart

Lunch Time Supervisory Assistant

School Meals Staff

Mrs M Neill


Cook in Charge
Mrs L Haugh


Kitchen Assistant

Mrs I Smyth


Kitchen Assistant

Attendance

The percentage daily attendance for the year 2009 / 2010 was 95.6%
Assessment 2009/2010
Pupils are tested at the end of Key Stage 1 (P4) and at the end of Key Stage 2 (P7).  Tests are normally carried out around March/April.  
Government targets recommend that the majority of children in P4 will reach Level 2 and the majority of children in P7 will reach Level 4.  
Level 5 is the highest attainment at key Stage 2 and Level 3 is the highest attainment at Key Stage 1.

Depending on the individual circumstances some children who have statements of educational needs do not have their results included in the overall school percentage.

	End of Key Stage 1

	Subject
Level
	Levels


	Current N.I  %

(2009)
	Birches Result %

(2009)

	English

(12 children)
	W

1

2

3
	0.40%
5.77%

52.62%

41.22%
	100%

69.23%

	Maths

(12 children)
	W

1

2

3
	0.42%
5.06%

47.28%

47.24%
	100%

76.92%


	End of Key Stage 2

	Subject
Level
	Levels
	Current N.I  %

(2009)
	Birches Result %

(2009)

	English

(12 children)
	W

1

2

3

4

5
	0.06%
0.41%

2.80%

16.24%

49.95%

30.55%
	100%

25%

	Maths

(12 children)
	W

1

2

3

4

5
	0.11%
0.35%

2.48%

15.60%

40.17%

41.29%
	100%
58.33%


Premises
The Governors would like to thank Mrs Haugh and Mrs Neill for their hard work around the school maintaining and keeping the school tidy.

We are most grateful to Mr Andrew Agnew our Maintenance Officer who is helpful in all the work going on around school.  
Security

The school has at present security arrangements for staff and pupils in the school including Closed Circuit TV cameras around the school.   
Thank You

The Governors would like to express their sincere thanks to the Principal and staff (both teaching and non-teaching) of Birches Primary School.  They are to be commended for their high level of commitment which has allowed high standards of achievement both inside and outside the classroom.  Thanks are also extended to parents for their support to the school and all its work.  SELB Advisory Staff and representatives are also appreciated for their assistance to the school throughout the year.

